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AN  IMPORTANT TIME OF THE YEAR
 It is very important to remember that ñJesus is the Reason for the 
seasonò.   In this day and age, it is very politically correct to take religion 
out of everything.  As Christians, it is our responsibility to fight this in every 
way possible.  One of the best ways it to always remind people of the rea-
son for the season.  Not to make this a political issue as much as a living 
our faith issue, we need to examine our conscienceôs and speak up for our 
religious freedoms.  It seems that the only ones that are making waves, are 
the non believers.  They seem to think that the Constitution gives them a 
ñfreedom FROM religionò instead  of ñfreedom OF religionò.  It is time for us 
to stand up for our beliefs and to speak out.  I know that you can not put a 
lot of credence in what you see on the internet, but I recently received an 
email that has some very good points and gives us something to really 
think about: 
   

     Guess our national leaders didnôt expect this, hmmm?  Recently Darrell Scott, 

the father of Rachel Scott, a victim of the Columbine High School shootings in 

Littleton, Colorado, was invited to address the House Judiciary Committeeôs sub-

committee.  What he said to our national leaders during this special session of 

Congress was painfully truthful. 

     They were not prepared for what he was to say, nor was it received well.  It 

needs to be heard by every parent, every teacher, every sociologist, every psycholo-

gist, and every so-called expert!  These courageous words spoken by Darrell Scott 

are powerful, penetrating, and deeply personal.  There is no doubt that God sent 

this man as a voice crying in the wildernessé  The following is a portion of the 

transcript: 
 

     ñSince the dawn of creation there has been both good and evil in the 
hearts of men and women.  We all contain the seeds of kindness or the 
seed of violence.  The death of my wonderful daughter, Rachel Joy Scott, 
and the deaths of that heroic teacher, and the other eleven children who 
died must not be in vain.  Their blood cries out for answers.ò 
 

                                                                              See prayers on page 5 
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GRAND  KNIGHTôS  PAGE 
  

 Brothers,  Seasonôs Greetings to you all!...  Did that stir something up inside you? As 

the Christmas season fast approaches, Iôm hoping you donôt let too many folks slip that one by 

you.  A gentle reminder that the season weôre celebrating is Christmas!  A special time to cele-

brate the birth of our Savior. Too often we loose focus on what this time is about.  Especially 

if we let people get by with ñSeasonôs Greetingsò. 
 

 One of my favorite events of the Christmas season over the last decade or so, was the 

Christmas music performance at Star of the Sea School.  Say a quick prayer with me now for 

the former students of Star, who no longer are able to sing about the birth of Christ in their 

new schools.  And a prayer that maybe, someday, weôll be able to reopen our Catholic school. 

(miracles do happen!) 
 

  As the year winds down, I want to take this time to say a few thank youôs to some of the 

special people in my life.  I want to thank Fr. Ken, for being the shining example of a Catholic 

priest for our parish.  Thank you for your vocation! I want to thank all the council officers, for 

without you there would be no council! I want to thank our tireless Program Director, Gale 

Scobie for always saying yes to taking on the never ending tasks of an active council.  I want 

to thank Ed Betts. I wonder if we would even have a council here without his guidance.  And I 

want to thank all my brother Knights here in Astoria, who come together and get so much ac-

complished, year in and year out! 
 

 I am always so proud to be a Knight, and to be around all the fine men that make up this 

council.  When my dad visited here last weekend, and each time he visits, I always point out 

to him the men of the parish who are Knights.  I wonder if he gets tired of me telling him 

which members of the parish are Knights.  I wish I could just say they all are.  Hey, if each 

member of the council would ask someone in the parish to join the Knights by the end of the 

year, I wouldnôt have to point fingers anymore, theyôd ALL be Knights! 
 

  Speaking of wanting to get into the council, after Mass last Sunday, one of the servers 

at the 8:30 Mass approached me and asked me how old you had to be, to be a Knight.  When I 

told him 18, he was very disappointed.  But, he only has 6 more years to go! 
 

 As the end of the calendar year approaches, let us commit to making our council, our 

parish, our homes the best that they can be, as we work towards becoming the best Catholic 

gentlemen we can be, with the help and guidance of the Knights of Columbus! 
 

Vivat Jesus 

Ray Prom    GK   #1307 



 

 

My Dear Brother Knights and 
Families  
 

 As Advent season once again ap-

proaches, faith communities throughout the 

world will be preparing for the coming of 

Christ in a new way this year...through the 

launching of the new Roman Missal beginning 

the 1st Sunday of Advent.  This past year, par-

ishes around the country have been preparing 

for this launch date through lectures, videos, 

catechesis, bulletin inserts and conferences and 

now the wait is over.   

 The reaction to the upcoming changes 

has been diverse, to say the least!  Some people 

seem to be filled with anxiety about it or frus-

trated that it will happen while others are sim-

ply saying, "What's the big deal?"  Well, ready 

or not, the changes in the Mass are coming and 

there is no way to stop that.  They have been 

brought about through much prayer and debate 

as a result of one of the most collaborative ef-

forts in modern history and there is no turning 

back now.  Change is, after all, the most inevi-

table reality of life.  What remains to be seen is 

how we will respond to the changes that are 

coming.  My hope is that we will receive them 

supportively and with glad hearts.  To help us 

in this, I thought it might be helpful to remind 

us all of why these changes were brought about 

and with what goal in mind.  Let's begin with 

the goal.  The current prayers of the Mass are 

translated according to the principle of 

"dynamic equivalency".  In other words, they 

are a paraphrase of the original Latin prayers.  

The Church wanted us to move toward the goal 

of a more "formal equivalency" or literal  

 

translation from Latin to English.  

 The reasons for this shift are as fol-

lows:  First, the new, more literal translation 

better and more consistently preserves criti-

cal theological terminology and direct scrip-

tural references.  We pray as we believe so 

we want to make sure the language we use is 

precise and faithful to our traditions.  Sec-

ondly, the new translation better expresses 

the literary forms of the prayers that draw 

from early Christianity and even from our 

Jewish roots.   

 The current paraphrased prayers did 

not maintain these literary forms.  Third, the 

new translation emphasizes a higher level of 

reverence and humility before God, hope-

fully making the language more effective in 

creating the proper, prayerful disposition at 

Mass.   

 Finally, in the view of many, although 

the language of the new translation is more 

elevated and challenging at times, it is also 

more poetic and beautiful.  It does not sound, 

in any way, like the street language of daily 

life but has a more sacred quality to it.  I am 

excited about the changes that are coming 

and, as Knights of Columbus, you can help 

our faith community make this great leap 

this Advent season by prayerfully and enthu-

siastically embracing these changes as the 

Church moves forward to celebrate the com-

ing of Our Lord at Christmas. 
 

Sincerely, 

Fr. Ken Sampson 

Chaplain 

 

             . 

 

Chaplain's Message to the Knights 

 

From Father Ken Sampson 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

       DECEMBER           JANUARY          FEBRUARY 

1.  Cathy Aydt   1. Muriel Jensen   1. Chris Stull 

2. Gregory Rhiel   1. David Kaspar   2. Jeanine Helvey 

5. Holly Tumbarello   2. Kristin Covert   3. Marilyn Dugan  

5.  Jerry Davis   4. Sylvia Betts   3. Rosa Garcia 

5. Glenn Taggart      4. Elsbeth Kenoyer   5. Emma Garcia  

6. Kitty Munro   8. Rosie Samp   7. Marie Rummell 

6. Mark Gagnon    9. Mary Hanko   8. Robert Gazewood  

9.  Kathy Arndt   9. Monica Fennerty  12. Suzie Conner 

10. Bruce Bobek    9. William Pitts   13. Denise Gagnon   

10. Gordon Howe   10. Gale Scobie   13. Richard Hanko 

13. Mary Dugan   14. Chris Ketcham   16. Stephanie Gilfillan 

15. Pat Bugas   17. Aaron Bielemeier  17. Jose Goicochea 

16. Curtis Seymour   19.        Arleny Alcantar   18. Donald Rummell  

17. David Ramsey   22.        Kevin Leahy    22. June Seger 

18.  Leslie Ryder Jr.   23.        Rev. Ken Sampson            22. Mark Chase   

19. Esteban Garcia   26. Melanie William  23. Lauren Servino  

20. Daniel Ewald   26. Ed Chase   23. John Wilson  

20. Nolan Morgan   27. Alma Castelan   24. John Fleming 

21. Kara Morrow   27. Daniel Sitkowski  24. Brad Baker  

21. Ramon Alcantar   28. Gloria Vermuel   25. Beverly Scobie  

23. Phil Pitts     29. Bernard Hunt    27.  John Turner 

23. Michael Covert   30. Ryan Putman     

24. Felix Martinez   31. Andy Schindele     

25. Jesus                                                                                    
25. Robert Fastabend      

26. Royce Kenoyer        

27. Karen Leahy             

27. Jeremy Karby             

28. Judy Lencioni            
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MEMBERSHIP DRAWING 
 

At every council meeting, each member in attendance puts 25 cents into the kitty.  At the end 

of the meeting we draw a name out a bucket that has all local members who have paid their 

dues.  If that member is present, he wins the pot.  If he is not present, it stays and grows.  Just 

as a little incentive, we are going to print the names that were drawn in the last couple of 

months.  You might find that you lost out on a little cold cash.  Beginning with Februaryôs 

meeting, you will have had to pay your new yearôs dues, to be in the drawing. 
 

      

  Septemberôs drawing    Ray Prom 
   

   Octoberôs drawing    Pat Dugan Jr. 
 

  Novemberôs drawing    Howard Rub   
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Prayers  from Page 1 
 

     ñThe first recorded act of violence was when Cain slew his brother Abel out in the 
field.  The villain was not the club he used.. Neither was it the NCA , the National Club 
Association.  The true killer was Cain, and the reason for the murder could only be 
found in Cainôs Heartò 
     ñIn the days that followed the Columbine tragedy, I was amazed at how quickly fin-
gers began to be pointed at groups such as the NRA.  I am not a member of the NRA. 
I am not a hunter.  I do not even own a gun.  I am not here to represent or defend the 
NRAðbecause I donôt believe that they are responsible for my daughterôs death.  
Therefore, I do not believe that they need to be defended.  If I believed they had any-
thing to do with Rachelôs murder, I would be their strongest opponent.ò 
     ñI am here today to declare that Columbine was not just a tragedyð- it was a spiri-
tual event that should be forcing us to look at where the real blame lies!  Much of the 
blame lies here in this room.  Much of the blame lies behind the pointing fingers of the 
accusers themselves.  I wrote a poem just four nights ago that expresses my feelings 
best.ò 

ñYour laws ignore our deepest needs,  
Your words are empty air.  

Youôve stripped away our heritage 

Youôve outlawed simple prayer.   

Now gunshots fill our classrooms,  
And precious children dieé 

You seek for answers everywhere,  
And ask the questions ñWhy?ò 

You regulate restrictive laws, through legislative creedé 
An yet you fail to understand,  

That God is what we need!ò   
 

     ñMen and women are three-part beings.  We all consist of body, mind and spirit.  
When we refuse to acknowledge a third part of our make-up, we create a void that al-
lows evil, prejudice, and hatred to rush in and wreak havoc.  Spiritual presences were 
present within our educational systems for most of our nationôs history.  Many of our 
major colleges began as theological seminaries.  This is a historical fact.  What has 
happened to us as a nation?  We have refused to honor God, and in so doing, we 
open the doors to hatred and violence.  And when something as terrible as Colum-
bineôs tragedy occursð politicians immediately look for a scapegoat such as the NRA.  
They immediately seek to pass more restrictive laws that contribute to eroding away 
our personal and private liberties.  We do no need more restrictive laws.  Eric and Dy-
lan would not have been stopped by metal detectors.  No amount of gun laws can 
stop someone who spends months planning this type of massacre.  The real villain 
lies within our own hearts.ò 
 

                                                                                              See Prayers  on page 6 
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Father McGivney Guild 
 

If you have not signed up for Father McGivney Guild, and are not receiving the 

quarterly newsletter, with information on the progress of the canonization process 

of our founder Fr. Michael J. McGivney, please let Ed Betts know and he will see 

that you receive it.  There is no cost involved to you or the council. 

  Prayer  from page 5 
 

 ñAs my son Craig lay under that table in the school library and saw his two friends 
murdered before his very eyes, he did not hesitate to pray in school.  I defy any law or 
politician to deny him that right!  I challenge every young person in America, and 
around the world, to realize that on April 20, 1999, at Columbine High School, prayer 
was brought back to our schools.  Do not let the many prayers offered by those stu-
dent be in vain.  Dare to move into the new millennium with a sacred disregard for leg-
islation that violated your God-given right to communicate with Him. To those of you 
who would point your finger at the NRA ð I give to you a sincere challenge..  Dare to 
examine you own heart before casting the first stone!  My daughterôs death will not be 
in vain!  The young people of this country will not allow that to happen again.ò 
                                                                                 Darrell Scott 
 

     Let us do what the media did not  - - let the nation hear this manôs ideas.  It is time 
for us to voice our opinions on this matter.  They have take God and prayer out of 
school and the courts and they even tried to take it out of our óPledge of Allegiance to 
our flag.  The latter did get stopped.  (see story in this newsletter) 

WANTED 
A  FEW  GOOD  MEN  AND/OR WOMEN TO WORK  THE  FLOOR FOR  BINGO ON 

SUNDAY EVENINGS FROM  

5:30 TO 8:30 PM 

NO EXPERIENCE  

NECESSARY 
 

Short hours,  NO pay,  But the  

benefits are great 

 Proceeds go to help maintain parish buildings.. 

Better to be alone than in bad  

company   (John Clark) 
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AN  IMPORTANT TIME OF THE YEAR 
      This is another article that goes along with the theme of the edition of 
our newsletter. And again I point out as Christians, it is our responsibility to 
fight this in every way possible.  One of the best ways it to always remind 
people of the reason for the season.  A very effective way is to do as this 
email suggests:   

 

                            TôWAS THE MONTH BEFORE CHRISTMAS  
 

         Tôwas the month before Christmas 

            When all through our land 

             Not a Christian was praying 

Nor taking a stand. 

Why the PC Police had taken away 

  The reason for Christmas  -  no one could say. 

The children were told by their schools not to sing 

About Shepherds and Wise Men and Angels and things.                      

 It might hurt peopleôs feelings, the teachers would say 

December 25th is just a óHolidayô 

Yet the shoppers were ready with cash, checks and Credit 

Pushing folks down to the floor just to get it! 

CDs from Madonna , an X BOX, and I-Pod 

Something was changing, something quite odd! 

Retailers promoted Ramadan and Kwanzaa 

In hope to sell books by Franken and Fonda. 

As Targets were hanging their trees upside down 

At Loweôs the word Christmas  -  was nowhere to be found 

At K-Mart and Staples and Pennyôs and Sears 

You wonôt hear the word Christmas; It wonôt touch your ears. 

Inclusive, sensitive, Di-ver-si-ty 

Are words that were used to intimidate me.  

Now Daschle, Now Darden, now Sharpton, Wolf Blitzen 

On Boxer, on rather, on Kerry on Clinton!  

At the top of the Senate, there arose such a clatter 

To eliminate Jesus, in all public matter. 

And we spoke not a word, as they took away our faith 

Forbidden to speak of salvation and grace 

The true Gift of Christmas was exchanged and discarded 

The reason for the season, stopped before it started 

 So as you celebrate óWinter Breakô under your óDream Treeô 

Sipping your Starbucks, listen to me. 

Choose your words carefully, chose what you sa 

Shout Merry Christmas,  

Not Happy Holiday!  

Please, all Christians join together and wish everyone you meet  

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
 

CHRIST IS THE REASON FOR THE CHRIST-MAS SEASON! 
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The U.S. Forest Service has ordered the Knights of Columbus to remove a nearly 

60-year-old World War Two memorial from Montanaôs Big Mountain because the 

memorial includes a statue of Jesus. 
 

ñItôs outrageous,ò said Rep. Denny Rehberg (R-MT). ñThis is a bunch of attorneys getting skit-

tish, worrying about something that doesnôt need to be worried about.ò  The statue was erected 

in 1953 by a local chapter of the Knights of Columbus. Every 10 years, the group has to renew 

a special permit to maintain the small plot of land in the Flathead National Forest.  

 
 

Government officials were concerned that the Jesus statue might be considered a violation of 

the Establishment clause of the U.S. Constitution.   In other words, the Forest Service was 

afraid that someone might sue the federal government because the memorial included a statue 

of Jesus. Ironically, the Forest Service said no one has ever complained about the statue.  ñTo 

my knowledge, there havenôt been any formal written complaints,ò Sammon said.  Congress-

man Rehberg said he hopes someone will cut through the government red tape and intervene.  

ñI hope they will come to their senses and extend the lease,ò he said. ñIf they donôt, then weôre 

going to get a little more cantankerous about it.ò 

Bill Glidden, the grand knight for KOC Council No. 1328, said he is disappointed in the gov-

ernmentôs decision.  ñItôs more than just a religious icon,ò he said. ñItôs a memorial to our vets. 

Thatôs what the statueôs plaque indicates.ò  Glidden said the small community near the moun-

tain is outraged over the news. 

ñThey want to know whatôs going on here,ò he said. ñIôm not real happy about it either.ò 

Sammon said he understands the communityôs frustrations.  ñWe totally understand the local 

sentiment,ò he said. ñThe agency certainly understands and appreciates the local significance 

and the historical aspect of the statue but the regulatory guidelines we have ï put us in side-

boards that we donôt have a lot of room to operate out of.ò 

The Knights of Columbus have filed an appeal ï and congressman Rehberg hopes that an 

agreement can be reached.  ñIt would just be a real shame if they canôt come to some sort of 

reasonable accommodation,ò he said. ñIf they can be reasonable, we can be reasonable. Thereôs 

no reason to escalate this any further.ò 

But if they donôt, Rehberg said he is prepared to take is cause to the nation.  ñThis is about 

honoring the World War II veterans,ò he said. ñDo they (Forest Service) really want to go 

down the path of slapping them in the face? I donôt think so.ò 

But this year, the groupôs permit was denied and the 

Forest Service gave them until the end of December 

to submit a detailed plan in writing on how they 

plan to remove the statue. 

ñRecent established case law is not in favor of re-

newing a permit of this type,ò said Phil Sammon, 

the Forest Service media coordinator for the north-

ern region. ñAs a federal agency, we are bound by 

certain regulations and stipulations that call for us to 

make the decision that was made.ò 

http://radio.foxnews.com/toddstarnes/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/USFSStatue.jpg
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SICK AND DISABLED 
 

Please remember in your prayers the following Brothers and their families: 
 
 

Ed Chase      Don and Marie Rummell 

Brad Baker      Shawn Alfonse 

Dan Fay      Wilfred Daniel Family 

Patrick & Marilyn Dugan    Monica & Gus Fennerty 

Roger Welty      Linus & June Seger 

Ed & Sylvia Betts     Marcie Ewald 

Ed  Steve      Rosa Alcantar (daughter of Ramon Alcantar) 

Chris Ketcham     Joel Guzman 

Charles Mestrich     Bernard Hunt 

Richard & Mary Hanko    Glenn Taggart 

Dick & Betty Huckestein    Pat Bugas    

Kathy Arndt      John Fleming 

Art Filliger      James Dugan 

Scott Carpenter     Pat OôBrien 

Mark Bentz      Jose Campos 

Arthur Filliger     Our Council Widows 

Stephan Herman     Susan Marshall (mother of John Howe) 

Andy Schindele     Past State Deputy Dennis White 

Jim Weber (father of Theresa Dursse)  Josefina Rodriguez (mother of Rosalio Garcia) 

Please keep all of our servicemen in your prayers, especially those who are away from 

home: Rick Welty, stateside, Scott Carpenter, Middle East. 

Congratulations to the following for their selections by the Council:   
 

    Family of the Month   Knight of the Month 

 

July    Ray & Tina Prom Family   John Mattingly 
 

August  Sylvia & Ed Betts Family   Jerry Lencioni 
 

September  Gale & Bev Scobie    Ed Betts    
 

October  Sylvia & Ed Betts Family   Gale Scobie 
 

November  Jose & Herberta Goicochea   Don Boehm  



 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

NOVEMBER 
 

4.    FIRST FRIDAY  ADORATION 
6.    MONTHLY  BREAKFAST 

7.    SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

13.  SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

15.  K of C MEETINGð7 PM 

19.  SET UP NATIVITY SCENE IN TOWN 

20.   QUARTERLY FAMILY MASS/COMMUNION 

20.   SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

19.   K of  C  MEETING   -  7:00  P. M. 

24.   THANKSGIVINGï LET US BE THANKFUL 

27.   SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 
 

DECEMBER 

2.     FIRST FRIDAY  ADORATION 

4.     SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

8.     LIGHT UP FOR CHRIST 

10.   ADOPT-A-HIWAY CLEANUP 

11.   MONTHLY BREAKFAST 

11.   SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

12.   LADY OF GUADALOUPE CELEBRATION 

13.   K of C MEETING  -  7:00  P. M. (NOTE DATE) 

18.   SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

25.   CHRISTMASð KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 

25.   NO BINGO 
 

JANUARY 

 

1.    FEAST OF MARYðMOTHER OF GOD 

1.     NO  BINGO 

6.     FIRST FRIDAY  ADORATION 

8.     MONTHLY  BREAKFAST 

8.     SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

15    SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

17.   K of C  MEETING  -  7:00  P.M.  

18.    K OF C FREETHROW CONTEST  -  7 PM 

22.   SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 

29.    SUNDAY NIGHT BINGO 
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New Marian Prayer Program Opens  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
A new Knights of Columbus Marian Prayer  
Program dedicated to Our Lady of Guada-

lupe was launched Aug. 3 at the Supreme 
Convention in Denver. The prayer pro-
gram will continue through next year, 

when the second International Guadalupe 
Festival will be held in the los Angeles 

Coliseum a few days before the 2012 Su-
preme Convention.  

  
     At the end of the Wednesday morning 
Mass, state deputies from each of the Or-

derôs 72 jurisdictions received specially 
prepared framed images of Our Lady of 

Guadalupe for use in the prayer program. 
The images have a unique feature as they 
were touched to the original tilma of St. 

Juan Diego, which bears the image of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, and were blessed by 

Pope Benedict XVI in Rome. In addition, 
each image is sealed with soil from Mex-
icoôs Tepeyac hill, where the Virgin of 

Guadalupe appeared.  
  

     Hundred of similar images of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe will be sent from the Su-

preme Council to each jurisdiction for the 
Marian Prayer Program.  
  

     Local councils will sponsor prayer 

services in parish churches and other 
locations before sending the image to 

neighboring councils.  At the end of 

the program, most of the Orderôs 
14,000 councils will have received and  

prayer with the Guadalupe images.  

A college student challenged a senior citi-

zen, saying it was impossible for their gen-
eration to understand his. ñYou grew up in a 

different world,ò the student said. ñToday 
we have television, jet planes, space travel, 
nuclear energy, computerséò 

Taking advantage of a pause in the stu-
dentôs litany, the geezer said, ñYouôre right. 

We didnôt have those things when we were 
young; so we invented them! What are you 
doing for the next generation??ò 



 

 

US Supreme Court overturns Pledge of Allegiance ruling on technical 

grounds 
By Don Knowland 

1 July 2004 

On June 14, the US Supreme Court reversed an appellate court decision that had ruled that permitting elemen-

tary school children to recite the Pledge of Allegianceôs affirmation that the US is a nation ñunder Godò vio-

lated the principles of separation of church and state embodied in the First Amendment to the US Constitution. 

The majority of justices declined to decide the issue of the Pledgeôs constitutionality. Instead, the justices de-

cided the case on a dubious technicality, ruling that the adult plaintiff in the case had no right or ñstandingò to 

sue. The ruling nevertheless deals a blow to those who seriously defend the democratic principles enunciated 

in the Constitutionôs Bill of Rights. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance states: ñI pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 

Republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.ò The US Con-

gress inserted the language about God in 1954 during the Cold War ñto acknowledge the dependence of our 

people and our Government upon the moral directions of the Creatorò and ñto deny the atheistic and materialist 

concepts of communism.ò 
 

The state of California, like most states, requires that public grade schools begin each school day with a recita-

tion of the Pledge (although students may decline to recite it). Michael Newdow, an atheist, sued his elemen-

tary school daughterôs school district to invalidate the Pledge as a violation of the Establishment Clause of the 

First Amendment to the US Constitution. That clause provides that ñCongress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion,ò a provision that was made fully applicable to the states and their school districts by 

the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution, enacted after the Civil War. 
 

In 2002, the federal appeals court for the western United States (the Ninth Circuit) agreed with Newdow that 

the Pledge clearly endorses religion and belief in God. As the Ninth Circuit explained, the Pledge plainly com-

pels impressionable children to watch and listen to state-employed teachers proclaim that there is a God, and 

that the United States is a nation under the authority of that God. In effect, it impels students to pledge alle-

giance to that God. 
 

To support its ruling, the Ninth Circuit applied prior US Supreme Court cases that left no legal room for any 

other conclusion, such as Lee v. Weissman, decided in 1992. There the Supreme Court held that ñnonsectarianò 

invocations and benedictions at public secondary school graduations violated the Establishment Clause, be-

cause high school students, even if they were not compelled to attend the graduation ceremony, could feel 

compelled by peer pressure to attend and stand as part of the group, and either join in the prayer or maintain a 

respectful silence out of a sense of compulsion. 
 

As the Ninth Circuit pointed out, if anything, given the age of elementary school students and the daily repeti-

tion of the Pledge of Allegiance, its affirmation of religious belief is even more constitutionally objectionable 

than the graduation prayer invalidated in the Lee case. 
 

The Ninth Circuit ruling emphasized that the stateôs motivation in 1954 was precisely to inculcate a belief in 

God. It cited the House Report on the 1954 change to the Pledge, which stated that ñour Nation was founded 

on a fundamental belief in Godò and that the phrase ñunder Godò was inserted to ñrecognize the guidance of 

God in our national affairs.ò 
 

The Ninth Circuit also ruled that Newdow had a sufficient stake in the education of his daughter concerning 

religious matters to give him standing to pursue the lawsuit. That court said that the Pledge presents a message 

by the state endorsing not just religion generally, but a monotheistic religion organized ñunder God.ò It 

ñprovides the message to Newdowôs young daughter not only that non-believers, or believers in other than 

Judeo-Christian religions, are outsiders, but more specifically that her fatherôs beliefs are those of an outsider, 

and necessarily inferior to what she is exposed to in the classroom.ò 
 

        See Court on page 12 
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The court concluded that Newdow had a right ñto be free from the governmentôs endorsing a particular 

view of religion and unconstitutionally indoctrinating his impressionable young daughter on a daily basis 

in that official view.ò 
 

The Ninth Circuitôs decision caused an uproar among Republican and Democratic politicians alike. Each 

tried to outdo the other in expressing outrage that an ñactivistò court would dare question a patriotic cere-

mony and uphold secularist principles that are fundamental to constitutional protections and democratic 

rights. Congress passed a resolution falsely asserting that the US republic was founded on religious belief, 

and affirming the text of the Pledge. 
 

After the Ninth Circuit ruled, the mother of Newdowôs child obtained sole legal custody over her in a Cali-

fornia state court and then attempted to intervene in Newdowôs Ninth Circuit case. The mother asserted 

that her daughter was a Christian who believes in God, and that she did not object to reciting the Pledge. 

She further claimed that her custodial status deprived Newdow of his standing to sue. The Ninth Circuit 

disagreed, stating that, even as sole legal custodian, the mother had no power to insist that her child be sub-

jected to unconstitutional state action. 
 

In reversing the Ninth Circuitôs decision, a five-justice majority of the Supreme Court ruled that it would 

not be ñprudentò to find that Newdow had a sufficient interest to prosecute the case, because of a general 

reluctance on the part of federal courts to intervene in family law issues such as child custody, which are 

left to the states to determine. 
 

In the decision, the majority purports to worry about the federal courts getting involved in a dispute be-

tween the two parents. But this rationale is clearly a pretext to avoid dealing with the constitutionality of 

the Pledge.  No child custody issues were implicated whatsoever under the Ninth Circuit ruling, only the 

fatherôs rights to object to unconstitutional conduct. 
 

The five justices in the majority include the four considered to constitute the courtôs moderate-to-liberal 

wingðPaul Stevens, Stephen Breyer, Ruth Ginsburg and David Souter. The fifth justice signing onto the 

majority decision is Anthony Kennedy, who often blocs with the Courtôs right-wing faction. 
 

This action by the four supposedly liberal justices is a craven evasion of an important constitutional matter. 

It is undoubtedly influenced both by the generally compromised and cowardly posture of American liberal-

ism in the face of growing attacks on democratic rights, and specific political pressures connected to the 

upcoming presidential election. Those justices inclined to support Democratic candidate John Kerry over 

George W. Bush are eager to sidestep the substantive issue in the case for fear of the right-wing backlash 

that would inevitably have been orchestrated by the Republicans in the event of a ruling upholding the 

lower court. 
 

Despite the generally reactionary and cowardly character of the majority ruling, it does not dispose of the 

underlying constitutional issue. As a result, there is little doubt that other challenges to the Pledge will be 

filed by parents opposed to government endorsement of religion, which will eventually end up back in the 

Supreme Court. 

 

Avoidance of political controversy did not restrain three conservative justicesðSandra Day OôConnor and 

two out-and-out reactionaries, Chief Justice William Rehnquist and Associate Justice Clarence Thomas. 

Mocking the majorityôs standing arguments as strained and novel, they dissented and addressed the merits 

of the constitutional issues. 
 

All three wrote that the Pledge does not violate the Establishment Clause. Another reactionary justice, An-

tonin Scalia, undoubtedly would have joined them in that view, but he disqualified himself from the case 

because of public statements he made earlier criticizing the Ninth Circuit ruling. 
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ñI already have insurance at work.ò 

 

Many jobs offer some form of group term life insurance.  Often, this insurance is an employee 

benefit provided at no charge, or for a small co-pay.  Knowing that this coverage exists may 

convince someone that he doesnôt need to discuss personally owned life insurance with a  

professional agent.  That would be a mistake. 

 

Most forms of group life insurance are limited in amount.  That amount may be tied to salary 

or some other benchmark, but often there is a cap.  That cap may be dangerously low for your 

familyôs needs should you die.  In fact, in the absence of a detailed needs analysis (which weôll 

be happy to provide, free of charge), any employer-provided coverage may be completely 

unrelated to needs at death.  In addition, the amount of group insurance offered is almost al-

ways reduced ï and sometimes dramatically ï when you retire. 

 

Especially today, there is the very real possibility that you could change employers or lose 

your job.  Or that your benefits could be reduced.  In either case you could ï one dayðfind 

yourself without coverage.  If your health has changed in the meantime, you might also find 

yourself unable to secure individual protection.  

 

While group life helps, it does not replace the need for individually owned life insurance.  

Weôll be happy to meet with you and provide a free custom-tailored needs analysis, so that 

youôll know exactly where you stand. 

Call me ï letôs talk. Iôm at 541-563-2662 or jim.walton@kofc.org  
 

        Jim Walton FICF, LUTCF  

          Field Agent  
         541 - 563 - 2662  
        jim.walton@kofc.org  

INSURANCE 

CORNER 

After a ladyôs car had leaked motor oil on her cement driveway, she bought a large bag 

of cat litter to soak it up. It worked so well, that she went back to the store to get an-

other bag to finish the job. The clerk remembered her. Looking thoughtfully at her pur-

chase, he said, ñLady, if that were my cat, Iôd put him outside!ò 
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